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SUBJECT: FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN BICENTENNIAL: AVAILA- 
BILITY NEW YORK CITY BALLET 

REF: STATE 177551; PARIS 18740 

1. ON FAREWELL CALL BY AMBASSADOR ON SECRETARY OF STATE 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS, MICHEL GUY, LATTER REITERATED FRENCH 
DESIRE PARTICIPATE U.S. BICENTENNIAL ON LARGE SCALE. 

2. REGARDING N/YC BALLET, SEC. OF STATE GUY STATED THAT 
FRANCE DEFINITELY INTERESTED IN HAVING NYC PALLET IN 
FRANCE 1976, PREFERABLY FOUR TO FIVE WEEKS BEGINNING 
SEPTEMBER 15. THEY WOULD HOPE TO HAVE BALLET PARIS 
OPERA FOR ONE WEEK. AT THE THEATER OF PALAIS DE CONGRESS 
FOR REMAINING TIME. 

3. GUY EMPHASIZED THAT FRANCE WILLING TO PAY ALL COSTS 
INVOLVED BUT HOPED, CONSIDERING OTHER ACTIVITIES FRANCE 
WOULD BE INVOLVED IN SUCH AS THEATER, EXHIBITS, PARIS 
OPERA IN NYC DURING OUR BICENTENNIAL' THAT USG 

COULD PAY TRANSPORTATION COSTS OF BRINGING NYC BALLET 
TO PARIS. IF U.S. NOT ABLE TO PAY ALL COSTS GUY 
HOPED THAT AT LEAST PARTIAL COVERAGE COULD BE ARRANGED 
THEREBY MAKING PROJECT OFFICIAL US-FRENCH EFFORT. 
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4. GUY WILL BE CONTACTING NYC BALLET THROUGH FRENCH 
OFFICIAL CHANNELS BUT WISHED US TO MAKE FRENCH POSITION 
KNOWN. 

IRWIN 

NOTEBYOC/T: NOT PASSED. 
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